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1. At Komsomolsk (137-01, 50-33) some £0,000 Jayanese were Civieed into bate 
talions cf 1000 men, ¢ach commanded by a first tievtenant, There are four 


companies of 250 nen each. commander hy a second Moutonent, ane four platocas 
in each company, uncer commond of a hori-commiss’onec officer, These bottal- 
zona are spaced 10 kilometers apart alonr the Konsonolst-Kirensk Sibirsri (10E- 
03, 57-46) railroad project. Tach battalion is guarded wy fifty Russian 
soldiers who impose the Ceath penalty on any Jarsncse tho attenypta to escape. 
2. The £0,000 Japanese POIs were tele by the Russians that their wor} alone 
the railrost and highvay there would heya to be finished. before they coulc be 
sent back to Jaran. ‘Their rearensivility vas to niote £00 kilometers of 
the railroad west from Konsomolsk, which they were told moulé teke a minimum cf 
tio years fron September 1945. Gernan Ys were ‘vesponsitle for completingpAt 
‘kllometers of railread cast from Kirensk-Sibirski and they were told they wo 

be on the job for five years after V-T Day. to a wood-cute 
ting crew which operatec some Cistence from the reilrose and highway. The trees 
were felled, atripred an? hauled away by truck. He did not knov rhat the logs 
were used for, but did observe that ihe wood was too soft for ties, It was his 
assumption that the wood was used for rough lumber constructicn, fireydod, or 
tulp. The trees were everprecn, probably hemleek cr yellow pine, Men working 


tk 


in the woods had no contact with these working on the railroac, At aaa 
‘eamp there were 300 German Pills in the 70930 year sre group, They had heendoX1X6 


there for siz months rrior to the Jaranese arrival in November 1945 and were ene 


- paged in building construction. 


siget 


turing winter months this 
mer it imposed a definite 


wD 

schedule was not unreasonable, but during the sum 
atrain on the workmen, 

4. About 50% of the Japanese were il and unable to work more than half the tine. 
Gommon complaints were beri-nerd, respiratory diseases, ard eye afiments., A Jap 
ane se doctor was esaipned to each battalion, but no medicines or hospital factii- 
gies were made available. During the period from 25 September 1945 to 30 January 
19164. ten of 25) died of sicknese. > 


~ 25X1X6 
SLASSIFICATION 


2. Working hours were from daylicht until dark. 
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. bution among the POWs. The Russians 
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- highly cultured Japanese reople." 
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5. Fach man was provided a da 


grams of food consisting of frozen 
potatoes, kuoliang .and Japanese 4 
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6. 250 men were atcomodated in each log house ten meters square. Beds were 
arranges in three tiers on all four sides of the room, with a space for a few in 
the center, “ 


7. Periodically the Russians fut out a newspaper printed in Japanese for @istri- 
di¢ not eaploy word-of-mouth means. to spread 


the POld to become Communists. No 
> with whon acurees assceiated, 
ie * were Toss ian 
not Japanese. 
modish oc tranglated fron 
tiat readers mich’. know that informati 
published was fabricated to impress them, None of the Mim ; cted the Russ 
they ell feel thet commupbem at 4 Sonthnid in Jaran if they have anv- 
thing to say about it. Russian propaganda is childish. 
ably: it is all right for Russians, basis i89 too Jow to beve fury affect on 


propaganda, nor did they exert pressure 


Japanese gounists were active among the peor! 
It was opinion that the people pranting 
knowledge of Japanese, becavce the sentence 34 
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8 The Soviet army forces cane into Geigo, korea (125965, 39901) on 27 August 1945 

am aptemtad tid Jansnese surrender, Tne PON'S were moved oub almost imueciately 

and thé civilians were sllowed to move about freely, The Japanese troops were 

divided into two groups, enlisted zen in one and ull officérs and warrant officers 

in another. Source heard that the officers group was taken to Khnaberovsk {135~C, 

43=29) Lor concentration and that tne enlisted men were. taken to olberia and the 

USSR for forced labor, Rabher that use their regular brcops, the Soviets recruited 

Koreans into 4 Peace Preservation Corps and assigned to tiem the task of waintailning : 
order’, F 


9. The Soviet arny entered Tashihcniao in August 1945, Tae Japanese amsy was 

rounded up end put into prison camps until 21 septeaber L95, waen they were Lormed5xX1X6 
into labor battalions enu transferred to ualeneng (12245, 40851). Here tney were 

Joined by units of the Japanese Navy. ishile in tids area, tLreir cuief joo was to 

unload boxcars of food supplies. un <3 Wctober, they were moved to Port Arthur 


‘Lo work on airfields, . [ 
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